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Marijuana Legalization in the United States
Over the past recent years, discussions have emerged over the legalization of marijuana use in the United States. This discussion has resulted in the evolution of marijuana’s place in the current society. Even though some section of people has shown their support for the policies legalizing marijuana use, another section seems to be vehemently opposed to this arrangement citing its bad influence on the society, especially on the young teenagers and youths. In spite of all these discussions, what has remained constant is the concern that legalizing marijuana has changed the American socioeconomic and political landscapes. This essay will further this discussion with a critical lens in order to understand and depict the potential impacts of these changes to the American society, and the areas where people can benefit from marijuana’s legalization policies. On one side, marijuana is supported because of its medicinal and economic benefits, while on the other side, it is associated with mental health and addictive effects.
First, marijuana use has been supported by the health professionals and other groups advocating for the legalization due to its medicinal benefits. According to Bradford and David-Bradford, the drive to legalize marijuana has gained the attention of the entire country, both with the public and policymakers (75). The authors further assert that research carried out in the 1980s and 1990s on the medical use of marijuana proved that this drug could have potential benefits on patients suffering from different ailments, including nausea, which is a side effect of cancer treatment (Bradford & David-Bradford 76). According to Bradford and David-Bradford, this was the beginning of discussions about legalizing the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes. Since then, different states have engaged in political processes of creating laws to inhibit the legalization of marijuana while others making policies to promotes its use. By December 2015, about 23 states in the United States had legalized the medical use of marijuana (Bradford & David-Bradford 76).
Marijuana use support has been increasing in the past recent years because of the economic advantages that it may bring to the government. McKinney explains the potential economic benefits that selling marijuana in public would bring to the government (1). According to the author, legalizing marijuana for recreational use would literary grow the government’s revenue (McKinney 1). However, this requires an effective regulatory framework that would ensure that this opportunity is not violated by those who would wish to advance their economic ambitions. McKinney further explains that learning how to create a highly regulated industry that would compete with the black marker is a difficult task for the government to attain (1). This and other challenges ranging from cost and logistics of creating as well as navigating the regulatory system for a tight, controlled industry contribute to the reasons that inhibit other states that have not yet legalized marijuana for recreational use from making the same steps that their counterparts have made in regards to marijuana legalization.  
Secondly, with the advancing marijuana use in the United States, great concern over its effects on the mental functioning of the smokers that may result in accidents on the road or any other crime. According to Cavazos-Rehg, Krauss, Sowles, and Zewdie, people with high-potency use of marijuana are more to have a driving impairment (21). According to the authors, substance use is one of the key risks that contribute to some of the most serious and fatal motor vehicle accidents. Since marijuana is categorized as a hard drug, Cavazos-Rehg et al. believe that it can potentially affect the psychomotor functions of the driver; thus, reducing the reaction time while increasing the individual’s “tendency to weave across lane lines” (21). The risk of being involved in an accident is very high in people who use drugs. Except for the medicinal use that can be regulated, marijuana’s recreational use may be difficult to regulate because people will be taking it for their pleasure. For some, the pleasure may extend beyond just taking two or three puffs. Even though the harms associated with other drugs like alcohol has been documented, the controversy around the discussion on legalization of marijuana has, however, created stand-still scenario where policies to regulate its use have not been enacted like alcohol use. In the meantime, little attention is given to the potential impacts of marijuana on users.
Lastly, the legalization of marijuana for either recreational or medicinal use has been opposed by those who believe that the addictive nature of this drug would impact the general society negatively. The religious institutions, as well as the public, are concerned about the future moral standards of the society if marijuana is to be legalized. Thompson argues the concerns of marijuana legalization are changing the modern society’s moral compass (213). According to the author, before the legalization of marijuana in some states, people were arrested and imprisoned for selling or possession of this substance (Thompson 213). The current discussions on legalizing marijuana are raising a question of whether those who have been convicted for selling or possessing this drug should be free and allowed to continue with their business because it is basically what the legalization laws imply. Thompson, like many other authors, is concerned with the changing moral standards of American society on drug control approaches. On the other hand, another concern is emerging on the addictive effects of marijuana on the younger generation like the youths and teenagers. According to Schinke, Schwinn, Hopkins, Gorroochum, and Wahlstrom, the increasing debate on adult use of marijuana is raising another important concern about the concurrent increase in its use among adolescents and teenagers. According to the authors, decriminalizing marijuana may increase its use among the young generation (256). Even though little research on the prevalence use of marijuana among teenagers, but the addictive effects that have been proven by scientists suggest that decriminalizing it would increase its prevalence use among teenagers. This would have a great impact on the general society’s moral standard.
These reasons are showing discussions for and against the decriminalization of marijuana. Even though many states have enacted laws legalize its use based on economic and medicinal values, allowing marijuana use for recreation is not correct because there are more potential harms than the benefits. The government is spending a lot in drug control budget annually, and decriminalizing marijuana is a setback to that fight. Thompson explains that between 2010 and 2012, the Federal government has spent more than $322.6 million on drug control budget (213). Further, allowing marijuana, addictive substances, to be sold in public for recreation use means that society is sacrificing the moral principle of the future generation. As much as marijuana is known for its medicinal value, there are also potential harms like psychosis and addiction problems.
In conclusion, marijuana legalization has been a hot topic of discussion in the past decade, with nearly half of the states in the U.S. enacting policies to decriminalize it. Proponents believe that marijuana would be beneficial to the states due to its medicinal and economic value, but this is opposed by opponents who believe that it would mean doing away with moral standards of the society because marijuana is like any other substance that has addictive and potential mental health risks.
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